EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT . I4 1 

to visit and examine an insane patient, at any time, with the con¬ 
sent of a judge, and to prescribe for bodily ailments with the 
consent of the chief physician of the institution. 

These and many recommendations of a similar nature indicate 
that the movement for reform is extending with a momentum that 
cannot be resisted even by the well-trained forces of a faction 
of the Association of Superintendents of Asylums. The adminis¬ 
tration of some of our asylums is internally corrupt, and is exter¬ 
nally allied to the basest political patronage system. On a small 
scale, the representatives of the present asylum administration 
present an instance of the most tyrannical power that exists 
in this country. 

The aim of the movement for reform is to overthrow their bar¬ 
riers of secrecy, mystery, and seclusion, to display the inner 
workings of these institutions to the public, and to break their 
affiliations with low politics. 

Insane patients within a year have been found heavily chained 
to the floor in cells in an asylum in this State. The public, 
apathetic as it may appear, will not tolerate facts like this, once 
made clear. But what the public or its representatives must have 
is power to visit, examine, watch, and report. This is just what 
the proposed act means. 


THE THERAPEUTIC ACTION OF MAGNETS. 

As Dr. Roberts Bartholow truly remarks in his treatise on medi¬ 
cal electricity, reviewed at some length in another part of this 
Journal: “ So much suspicion has attached to the medical appli¬ 
cations of the magnet, that the medical profession have rather 
avoided the subject/’ The same may be said of metals applied 
to the surface of the body. We do not here intend to discuss the 
merits of these questions, but since both “ magneto-therapy ” 
and “ metalio-therapy ” are now squarely before the profession, 
backed by the reports and experiences of eminent physicians on 
the continent, we think it not uninteresting to note that priority 
in both systems apparently belongs in the one case (metalio-therapy) 
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to England, in the other (magneto-therapy) to America. Con¬ 
cerning the former we merely adduce the title of a work pub¬ 
lished in the year 1800, upon “ The Efficacy of Perkins’ Patent 
Metallic Tractors in Topical Disease/’ etc., by Benjamin Douglas 
Perkins, A.M. (son of Dr. Perkins, the discoverer), London, 
1800. In this work the ideas of Burq are forestalled. Concerning 
the latter we quote from Dr. Bartholow, p. 147, certain passages 
that demonstrate that magneto-therapy was equally forestalled 
by our countryman, Dr. John Vansant, in his paper “ On the 
Physiological Action of Magnetism,” published in the Journal 
of Psychological Medicine , New York, April, 1870, p. 264. 

“Dr. Yansant found that the south pole of a bar magnet applied 
to an accidental blister on his finger ‘gave rise to a momentary 
sharp sensation/ but when the north pole was applied there was 
‘ no sensation at the moment of contact, and after its removal the 
original pain remarkably subsided.’ This observation was con¬ 
firmed upon the conjunctiva : the south pole excited pain on 
contact, which was independent of the sense of touch, but no 
corresponding irritation from the north pole was experienced. To 
eliminate the influence of the imagination, Dr. Yansant extended 
his investigations to plants and to the lower animals. He found 
that the application of a magnet near, or barely in contact with, as 
well as gently touching, the plants, ‘ exerted an influence on their 
vitality.’ ‘The shrivelling petals, the changing color of the 
flower and leaves, the sudden emission of perfume, and the early 
decline,’ were the evidences of the action. On small animals— 
earthworms and spiders—the magnet acted powerfully, causing 
death on alternate application of the poles. On larger animals, 
the effects were excitant or soporose, according to the mode of 
application. The polar effects were very remarkable as developed 
in man. As a result of a large number of observations, Dr. Yan¬ 
sant ascertained that there were regions reacting in a certain well- 
defined manner to the poles. * * * By applying north 

and south polarity to different parts, very extensive subjective 
impressions are experienced : they are of two classes—of height- 
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ened organic activity, and of a lowered functional condition.” 

Vansant’s main purpose was to develop the physiological 
actions of magnets. In his experiments he made use of a bar 
magnet, and in this manner was able to differentiate accurately the 
action of the two poles. He made, also, certain clinical de¬ 
ductions, as for instance, that since the north pole of the mag¬ 
net excited irritation, and the south pole allayed it, that therefore 
the south pole was to be used in neuralgia and in inducing the 
return of lost cutaneous sensibility—the main claim lately 
advanced for the therapeutic use of the magnet. 


The National Association for the Protection of the Insane and 
the Prevention of Insanity held its annual meeting in Philadelphia, 
at the College of Physicians, on Jan. 25th and 26th, having 
been invited to meet in that city by over a hundred of the 
leading men of the State, including Gov. Pattison, Ex-Gov. Hoyt, 
Gen’l Hartranft, Wayne McVeagh, Bishop Stevens, Bishop 
Simpson, and many prominent physicians. 

An enjoyable feature of the occasion was a reception, tendered 
to the Association by Prof. Samuel D. Gross, M.D. 

The papers read were of an interesting, practical, and in¬ 
structive character ; and the discussions which followed were parti¬ 
cipated in by representative judges, physicians, and philanthropists. 

The practical work of the Association is to be done through its 
Executive Committee, which is composed of the President, Joseph 
Parrish, M.D., of N. J., the Secretary and Treasurer, Miss A. A. 
Chevaillier of Boston ( ex-officio members), Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson 
(Sec. of the Amer. Med. Assoc.), Mr. Clark Bell (Pres. N. Y. 
Medico-Legal Society), and Dr. Charles K. Mills. Vice-Presidents 
are substituted for the councillors provided for under the old 
constitution of the Association. 

The additional Vice-Presidents who were elected at this meet¬ 
ing are Hon. Joseph Perkins (President of Ohio State Board of 
Charities), Hon. G. S. Cannon of N. J., Dr. W. J. Morton of N. Y. 
and Dr. Walter Channing of Boston. 
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Among the more important resolutions adopted by the Associa¬ 
tion was one (on motion of Prof. Gross, M.D.) recommending 
that there should be a skilled gynaecologist connected with the 
medical staff of every insane hospital. 

On motion of Judge Pierce, recommending the regular occupa¬ 
tion and employment of patients as a remedial measure. 

On motion of Dr. C. L. Dana, that a committee be appointed 
on statistics regarding the increase and causes of insanity, and the 
condition of the insane. 

On motion of Miss Chevaillier, that the Executive Committee 
draft a bill and present it at the next session of Congress, creating a 
national lunacy commission of enquiry into the causes and treat¬ 
ment of insanity, with recommendations as to prevention and 
cure. 

Miss Chevaillier also urged, in her report, that institutions for 
the care and cure of the insane shall be called “ Hospitals for 
Mental Diseases/' rather than lunatic or insane hospitals or 
asylums. 

The Executive Committee has ordered a circular to be sent to 
hospital superintendents, asking their opinion upon this change 
of name. 

It is urged as an educator to public sentiment regarding in¬ 
sanity, out of consideration to the feelings of patients, both while 
inmates and after discharge, and as a stimulus to psychiatry, that 
insanity may be practically as well as theoretically recognized as 
a disease requiring more than safe custody and narcotics for its 
treatment. 

It was also resolved, that a committee be appointed to prepare 
and present a report on the proper law regarding the commit¬ 
ment, care, and release of the insane, with a bill. 

The Association is considering the matter of holding a meeting 
at Newport in July. This will be a wise step, as there will then 
be sufficient time to present bills for legislative action to the re¬ 
spective State Legislatures and to secure action during the following 
winter; whereas, if no meeting is held until next January, it will 
be too late to effect legislation in 1884. 
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It is proposed to change the name of the Association, and 
various names have been suggested, e,g. y “ American Association 
for the Advancement of Mental Science and the Improvement of 
the Condition of the Insane,” “ American Lunacy Reform Associa¬ 
tion,” and others. 

The Association is desirous of increasing its membership. The 
annual fee is two dollars a year, which can be sent to the Treas¬ 
urer, Miss A, A. Chevallier, 7 Highland Park Avenue, Boston. 

The quarterly journal will be sent to all members, free. 


We would call the attention of our readers to the review of the 
Report of the Managers of the State Lunatic Asylum at Utica. 
The object of such reports is to enlighten the Legislature and the 
public upon matters that come within their scope. If, on the con¬ 
trary, they are uncandid or deceptive, they bring discredit upon 
asylum management generally, and justify even severe criticism. 
If the reviewer has established his positions the tone of the article 
will hardly be objected to by candid readers. 

The medical profession at large will be none the worse for 
having their attention called to the curability of insanity ; the 
causes that operate to prevent its early treatment; the possibility 
of successful treatment in a certain proportion of the insane, by 
the family physician ; and the real grounds that justify the com¬ 
mitment of patients to an insane hospital. 


The first meeting of “ The New York Society of Medical Juris¬ 
prudence ” was held at the Academy of Medicine on Thursday 
evening, January 11. The society is a marvel of rapid growth, 
characteristic of the intense professional life in New York. The 
old society—the New York Medico-Legal — seemed in many 
respects to be at the height of prosperity, at least, if the number 
of new members elected and the noise and stir that attended its 
proceedings were fair indications. 

At its annual meeting, held last month, a difference of opinion 
arose, as a result of which, a minority—by the way a large one— 
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withdrew from active work without, as a rule, resigning 
and set to work to form a new society. This was scarcely 
said than done, and the result is the New York Society 
of Medical Jurisprudence, a report of whose proceedings 
at the first meeting is given in other columns of the Journal, 
The membership is already more than one hundred. This activ¬ 
ity in New York is the more remarkable when we recall that 
in Great Britain there is not a single medico-legal society ; in 
France but one ; in Italy one now in process of organization ; and 
in America but two previous to the formation of this, the third. 


DR. EDWARD C. ’SEGUIN. 

At a stated meeting of the New York Academy of Medicine, 
held November 16, 1882, the following preamble and resolutions, 
reported by a committee appointed by the President at a former 
meeting, were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas , Dr. E. C. Seguin, an honored fellow of this Academy, 
has been stricken with a domestic calamity so overwhelming as to 
paralyze him with despair, and so heart-rending as to command 
universal compassion ; therefore, 

Resolved^ That the Academy of Medicine offers to Dr. Seguin 
the expression of its profound and respectful sympathy and com¬ 
miseration. 

Resolved , That while the Academy regards with solicitude the 
effect which this tragic bereavement may have upon a useful and 
brilliant career, it will cherish the hope that Dr. Seguin may 
recover the spirit and the strength to return to his home and to 
take up his work in the sphere in which he has already achieved 
wide and well-merited renown. 

Resolved , That a copy of these resolutions, signed by the Presi¬ 
dent and Secretary of the Society, be forwarded to Dr. Seguin, 
and be published in the medical journals of this city. 


TRANCE AND SEA-SICKNESS. 

Prof. Edward D. Thwing, in a paper recently read before the 
New York Academy of Sciences, proposed to treat sea-sickness 



